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November Newsletter  

 
Tonight we welcome Felicity Hall who is here to speak to us about Constance Spry, the 
celebrated flower arranger, educator and author of the mid-20th century.  
 
Card Sales 
Since our photographic competition in the summer, our five winning photographs have 
been printed as greetings cards. Packs of five are now available from our sales table  
at £2-50 a pack. 
Hospice Christmas cards are also on sale from Ron. This is your last chance to buy 
before Christmas. 

 
New photographic competition 
Next year between February and July we hope to run a new photographic competition. 

We aim to have the pictures on display at our July meeting when winners will be 
selected. Photos should be taken in members’ gardens and need to be good quality 
digital images. 
 
Top tips for November 
1 Plant tulips in pots and borders this month.  
2 Cut back perennials as the foliage yellows. Dig up and divide large or over-crowded 
clumps. 
3 Mulch around your plants with compost mixed with leaf mould.  
4 Regularly top up your bird feeders and refresh water in bird baths. 
5 Plant out new raspberry canes ready for next year. 
6 Cut back your strawberry plants and remove any runners. 
7 Prune and reshape fruit trees, except plum trees, which should be pruned in the 
spring to avoid silver leaf. 
8 Clear out water butts ready to collect any winter rain. 
9 Plant out winter bedding in pots or flower beds. 
10 Rake up fallen leaves but keep off wet or frosty lawns, where possible. 
11 Bring in tender plants to over-winter in the greenhouse/conservatory/window ledge 
12 Raise your containers onto pot feet to prevent them from water logging. Soggy 
compost can freeze, killing plants and cracking plant pots. 
 
New Garden to visit 
The gardens of the Serpentine Gallery in Hyde Park have recently been redesigned by 
celebrated landscape gardener, Lady Arabella Lennox Boyd. Visitors can now enjoy art 
and gardens all in one day although the new planting will probably be best enjoyed 
next Spring. 
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Small Trees for Small Gardens 
Recently I have been investigating small trees for my garden. It struck me that small 
trees, if well chosen, can provide plenty of interest and colour throughout the year with 
very little work. Also that they might make good Christmas present ideas for your 
friends and family to give you! Here are some of the trees or large shrubs that I liked 
best. 1) Acer Palmatum, 2) Amalanchier Lamarckii, 3) Magnolia Soulangea, 4 Arbutus 
Unedo 5)  Cornus “Eddies White Wonder” or Stella Pink, 6) Euonomus Europaeus 
“Cascade” 7) Cercis Siliquastrum “Forest Pansy” 8) Cotinus Coggygria “Royal Purple”-
looks good next to 9) Betula Utilis Jacquemontii (silver birch) 
 

I hope this gives you some horticultural inspiration for the winter 
 months ahead. 
Our next meeting, on 20th February, will be our annual AGM 
and Bring and Buy so please do turn out your cupboards and 
 donate whatever you can. 
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Viv Parson    vivparson@hotmail.com 


