
1

Charlton & Blackheath
Amateur Horticultural Society

Founded 1950
www.cabahs.wordpress.com

NEWSLETTER April 2022
Grow Friends, Grow Fit … Grow a Garden!

Allan Jenkins ends his regular gardening column this month with ‘Happy BST!’ and it certainly seemed
like summer for a while at the end of March! But here we are in April and the weather has returned to
some sort of seasonality: chilly with rain then balmily warm!

This evening it is our Spring Show, with classes as follows:

Class 1 Daffodils/Narcissi – 3 stems
Class 2 Tulips – 3 stems
Class 3 Flowering shrubs – 3 stems
Class 4 Camellias, Rhododendrons, Azaleas or Magnolia – 1 stem of any
Class 5 Small vase of mixed Spring Flowers
Class 6 Any pot-grown plant (indoor or outdoor)
Class 7 A pot of Spring bulbs
Class 8 Hellebores – 3 stems
Class 9 Tea-cup floral display

We will be awarding a prize for Best in Show and certificates for the best in each class.

April Plant of the Month chosen by Anna: Coronilla valentina subsp. glauca ‘Citrina’

In early spring, for several years now, I have a ‘triangle of yellow’ in my garden: the flowering mimosa
tree, Acacia pravissima, (from a seed sown by Margaret T); a tendril climbing Eccremocarpus, happily
enjoying the sun on the pergola and which has survived several winters; and at ground level the soft,
lemon-yellow Coronilla ‘Citrina’ growing in a container. Together, these three completely different
plants make an eye-catching combination.

Coronilla ‘Citrina’ was awarded the Royal Horticultural Society’s Award of Garden Merit in 2017 and it’s
a worthy recipient due to its softly-toned flowers, ever-so-slightly-blue-green foliage, lax manner, and
an exquisite fragrance on warm, sunny, calm days.

This shrub really should be grown in full sun, but mine is in part shade and receives no sun in the
winter. Like all Mediterranean plants it is short-lived, so I will try and sow seeds after flowering (the
pea-like flowers produce pea-like pods) and perhaps try taking softwood cuttings in June-July. My
‘Citrina’ is grown in a container in order for it to stand out and I think it works as I consider it could get
lost in a border. If I remember to keep its pot clear of other seedlings it may grow a little taller.
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Gardening notes

o Hever Castle and Gardens Tulip Celebrations 19 – 24 April, 10.00 – 4.30.
o Having fallen into disrepair, Leonardslee Gardens (RHS Partner Garden) in Sussex have been

rescued and currently have an impressive display of spring flowering shrubs
o The Garden Museum’s exhibition, Wild and Cultivated: Fashioning the Rose, explores the

enduring fascination of the fashion industry with the rose. From 16 March to 19 June.
o The Saatchi Gallery are showing an exhibition of Botanical Art and Photography from 2 – 29

April. Free entry for RHS members.
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o Featured on Gardener’s World and in various journals, the garden at Ulting Wick in Maldon,
Essex is open on Sunday 24 and 29 April as part of the NGS. There will be an impressive
display of tulips.

o Chenies Manor are holding their Tulip Day on 2 May.
o Borde Hill are holding a Plant Fairs Roadshow on 8 May.
o A revamped area at the wonderful Exbury Gardens (Originally laid out by Lionel de Rothschild in

1919 and featured in Melanie Aspey’s talk last month) named the Connoisseur’s Garden is
worth a visit following the garden’s re-opening on 19 March.

o Continuing at the V&A, Beatrix Potter: Drawn to Nature includes some lovely images of gardens.
o “Reflecting Greenwich” an exhibition of watercolours from the Royal Greenwich Heritage Trust

Archive, showing what the area looked like 200 years ago. On display at the Old Royal Naval
College visitor centre (opposite the Cutty Sark). Free.

o Garden Masterclass is fund raising for the Disasters Emergency Committee to support people in
Ukraine with their Sunflower Appeal talks, featuring Joe Swift, Andrew Duff and James Alexander-
Sinclair. Check their website for more information.

Out and about.
Anna writes:
On a cold, mid-January day, we visited Kew Gardens and although the rock gardens were alight
with hellebores, snowdrops and some early, unusual flowering narcissi, it was the Mediterranean
Garden that I was really drawn to: lush foliage of various shapes and sizes and shades of
green. Set atop a large mound, the summer house faces west into the sun, with various pathways
surrounding it in which to explore the planting. There are pencil-thin, dark-green Italian cypresses
acting as focal points, inviting the eye down to Genista that include brooms and cytisus (all with pea-
like flowers), architectural plants such as hardy palms, yuccas, cordylines and phormiums,
contrasting with more rounded forms of pittosporum and the developing echiums. And amongst
these, the very small-leaved Azara microphylla, grown as a tree. Plenty of ground cover plants
provide ideas for our own dry gardens. A labelled California laurel, gifted well over 100 years ago,
frames the building nicely. This garden is cleverly planted enabling each plant to shine and to be
enjoyed by us throughout the year.
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Pat’s10 jobs for April:

1. Prune well established Cotinus (smoke bush) now to encourage deeper coloured and larger leaves.
2. Plant summer bulbs such as Eucomis, lilies and nerines now outdoors.
3. Direct sow annuals such as poached egg plants, Californian poppies, pot marigolds and sunflowers
(although the chances of sunflowers surviving the slugs in my garden are slim!)
4. Remove weeds as soon as you see them before they set seed. I failed to spot Geum urbanum last
year in the garden and there are seedlings everywhere and always in the middle of a clump of
something else!
5. Divide agapanthus in pots if flowering has reduced usually by using two forks back to back or a knife
to cut through clumps but don't overpot and use some John Innes No 2 with some added grit. They
may need a while to settle down again so don't panic if no flowers this year..
6. Inspect new soft shoots on roses for greenfly and deal with using a squirt of water. Once the roses
get going the greenfly often give up and go elsewhere.
7. Watch out for self sowers in the garden such as foxgloves and move while small to where you want
them.
8. In the veg garden direct sow rows of carrots, radishes, Swiss chard and calabrese and sow peas in
a double row into wide drills and protect emerging seedlings from birds if you can.
9. Plant chitted second earlies and maincrop potato tubers into prepared containers and beds this
month.
10. If you have space consider installing a water butt for use in dry spells to save water and money on
your water meter.

Object of the month
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Van Gogh’s painting of almond blossom (above) compares well with a photo of blossom against a blue
sky in Mottingham!

Happy gardening all!

Contact us on: cabahshortisoc@gmail.com


